
For months, chain link fences and safety signs have discouraged people from getting too close 
to the construction site of WCVM’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital addition. But all of that changed in 
early July when the safety measures came down and the building’s new main doors finally opened 
up to the public. 

What exactly do visitors find once they step inside the structure’s freshly painted hallways? 
Plenty! The two-storey addition is now home to new reception areas for the hospital’s Small Animal 
and Large Animal Clinics, plus office and garage space for WCVM’s Field Service. Behind the Small 
Animal Clinic’s reception are more bright corridors leading to additional examination rooms as well 
as to new rooms for specialized services such as veterinary ophthalmology and medical oncology.

The hospital addition includes an expanded pharmacy and a quiet room for the families of 
critically ill pets. As well, the main floor has kennel space for exotic animals, patients undergoing 
radioactive iodine treatments and for animals under isolation. 

The addition’s second floor includes more office space for WCVM faculty and graduate 
students, an area for medical records and administration, and several seminar rooms that are 
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allocated for teaching smaller groups of students or for impromptu meetings. Two floors 
down, the addition’s basement is now home to the hospital’s materials management 
including laundry services, glassware cleaning and autoclaves for equipment sterilization. 
Further down the hallway is the hospital’s new aquatic treadmill — a valuable 
rehabilitative tool for canine patients. 

Besides all of the resources inside the hospital’s new addition, the College’s 
faculty, staff and students have also been using newly-renovated space in the 
hospital’s existing space — areas that have been in operation since November 
2006. 

The renovated areas include an expanded treatment room and a closed small 
animal surgery area where surgical teams have access to new surgical suites, an 
intensive care unit and an anesthesia-recovery room. The redesign also puts clinical 
and surgical teams in close access to the variety of technological resources in the 
hospital’s medical imaging area. 

After so many months of juggling space and resources, WCVM’s newly-opened 
areas are a huge boon to the College’s staff, faculty, students and patients. But the 
sounds of construction won’t go away just yet. Renovations have now begun on other 
parts of the existing hospital — a sign of more good things to come. 


