Student: Anne Marie de Leenheer, second-year student, Q. What did you learn from your research

WCVM experience?

Home town: Port McNeill, British Columbia Lots of technical skills | will need in future years such as
Background: Completed a Bachelor of Science degree inartificial insemination (Al), palpation and ultrasonography.
Food, Nutrition and Health (nutritional science) at the I learned more about equine reproduction and acupuncture
University of British Columbia. and the process of doing a research trial. We also had the
Summer 2008: Worked through Interprovincial opportunity to go on some field service calls and | learned a

Undergraduate Student Summer Research program under lot there!
the supervision of Drs. Katharina Lohmann and Steve

Manning. Q. What tops your list of experiences from this
Project: Equine acupuncture research study. summer?
Learning how to do palpations, ultrasound examinations and
Q. What past experience do you have working Al (artificial insemination) in horses. And going on field
with horses? How did that experience help you service calls.

in this project?
IOve been riding horses most of my life and | have owned @y Do you this research experience will help you
own horses for the past 12 years. I0ve trained and shown rifyyour coursework?
own and otherOs horses and | give lessons. Past experienc@bsolutely.
with horses was definitely needed on this project, as we had to
work with the mares on the ground to ensure they would beQ. Would you recommend a research
well behaved when we tied them up and did the acupunctu@xperience?
Yes, if itOs anything like ntihe.
Q. Why did you decide to take part in summer
research at WCVM?
| was looking for a job at the college and | wanted to work
with horses if possible so | went to talk to Dr. Manning
about it. | hadnOt been directly involved in a research project
before (I0d worked at the UBC Dairy Farm and Animal Care
Centre where research took place, but | wasnOt involved
much in the studies) so it was a really great expdrience.

Q. Can you describe the role that you played as

a research team member?

Dawne (Salkeld) and | did some ground work with the
horses before the trial started (haltering them, tying them up,
grooming them, etc.). Once the trial started we did most of
the artificial insemination, sampling (uterine swab) for
cytology and culture and sensitivity, injections and some of
the palpation and ultrasound examinations (although we
didnOt do the interpretation of the ultrasolnd).



