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WCVM 
graduate student  earned accolades for his research 
poster, “Evaluation of grizzly bear health in western Alberta,” at the 
Wildlife Disease Association’s 2007 conference. The annual conference 
took place in Estes Park, Colorado from August 12 to 17. Lindsjö, whose 
work is supervised by Dr. Marc Cattet, is a Master of Science student in 
WCVM’s Department of Veterinary Pathology.

The WDA Student Poster Award acknowledges an outstanding student 
poster presentation detailing a wildlife disease or wildlife health research 
project that’s presented at the WDA conference. For more details, visit   
www.wildlifedisease.org/index.html. 

  
In early October 

research awards from the 34th annual Aquatic Toxicity Workshop in 
Halifax, N.S. The national meeting, which took place from September 30 
to October 3, attracted about 500 environmental researchers and graduate 
students from across the country.

Amber Tompsett received the best student platform 
presentation for her research entitled, “Gene expression and histological 
structure as biomarkers of chemical exposure in Japanese medaka.” 

Eric Higley received the best student poster 
presentation for his research entitled, “Differential effects of environmental 
chemicals and selected pharmaceuticals on aromatase activity.” 

Dr. John Giesy, professor in WCVM’s Department of Veterinary 
Biomedical Sciences and the University of Saskatchewan’s Canada 
Research Chair in Environmental Toxicology, is the graduate supervisor 
for both students. 

  
For 

the second time in a year, a WCVM graduate received the University of 
Saskatchewan’s Distinguished Researcher Award. The latest recipient was 
Dr. Jane Alcorn, an associate professor of pharmacy in the University 
of Saskatchewan College of Pharmacy and Nutrition who received the 
honour at the U of S Fall Convocation on October 27.

Alcorn received her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree at WCVM in 
1994, then went on to complete a PhD in pharmaceutical sciences at at the 
University of Kentucky in 2002. She is now a gifted researcher and teacher 
in the field of pharmacokinetics (area of study that explores how medica
tions and other bioactive materials work in the body).

Dr. Gregg Adams, a 1982 graduate of WCVM, received the univer
sity’s Distinguished Researcher Award in June 2007. Adams is a profes
sor and researcher in the veterinary college’s Department of Veterinary 
Biomedical Sciences.



In honour of their Distinguished Researcher awards, both 
Alcorn and Adams presented public lectures in Saskatoon as part of 
Saskatchewan’s annual Health Research Week in December 2007.  
 

Dr. John Harding, an 
associate professor of swine production medicine at WCVM, has received 
$25,000 in research funding from Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica Inc. 
through the company’s Porcine Circovirus Associated Diseases (PCVAD) 
Research Award program. 

determine whether immune capacity impacts porcine circovirus type 2 
viral load and disease expression. 

Through its research program, Boehringer Ingelheim also 
awarded $50,000 to two PCVAD studies at Iowa State University. 

  
A 

research paper written by U of S Canada Research Chair Dr. John 
Giesy has been named a “highly cited paper” by an international 
scientific analysis resource. According to Thomson Scientific (ISI) 
Essential Science Indicators, an article entitled “Global distribution 
of perfluorooctane sulfonate in wildlife” is in the top one per cent of 

The original article, whose authors include Giesy and 
Kurunthachalam Kannan, was published in a 2001 issue of 
Environmental Science and Technology
To determine the “highly cited” designation, citations are counted 
from all sources and are gathered from the year of publication 
through the current year. 

Giesy, a professor in the Western College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s Department of Veterinary Biomedical Sciences, is the 
university’s Canada Research Chair in environmental toxicology 
who is part of the U of S Toxicology Centre. 

 The 
generosity of western Canadian horse owners has helped WCVM raise 
an additional $200,000 for equine health research during the first 
year of a unique matching gift incentive program. 

Half of the funding — $100,000 — came from more than 
100 individuals, organizations and companies whose contributions 
“triggered” a successful match from the fund raising incentive 
during its first 12 months of operation. The second $100,000 came 
from the Heather Ryan and L. David Dubé Foundation — the 
organization that initiated the matching gift incentive program in 
August 2006. The Foundation will provide up to $100,000 per year in 
matching funds for five years. That gives WCVM the chance to raise 
an additional $1 million for its equine health research activities by 
2011. Dr. Norman Rawlings, WCVM’s associate dean of research, 
especially commends the efforts of Patricia and Mark Du Mont 

Fund. In August, the couple from Aldergrove, B.C., donated more 
than $75,000 to ensure that WCVM maximized the fund raising 
incentive’s annual “match.” 

 Four presenters received $100 awards 
for their exceptional posters during WCVM’s annual undergraduate 
research poster session on September 13 and 14: 

Allison Murray (supervised by Drs. Gary Wobeser and 
Catherine Soos): Assessing the prevalence of avian influenza virus and 
seroprevalence of West Nile virus in a breeding colony of Franklin’s 
gulls at Eyebrow Lake, Sask.

Ashley Ziegler (supervised by Dr. Norman Rawlings): The 
effects of immunization against GnRH on FSH and LH secretion and 
follicular wave dynamics in anestrous ewes.

 Jamie Rothenburger (supervised by Dr. John Campbell): 
Environmental sampling for Clostridium difficile,
Staphylococcus aureus, and salmonella in Saskatchewan mixed 
animal veterinary clinics.

Matthew van Steelandt (supervised by Dr. Gregg Adams): 
Does ovulation inducing factor in seminal plasma affect ovarian 
function in cattle?         
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